7 September 2011

 Answer given by Mr. Cioloş on behalf of the Commission 

Israel is one of the countries whose checks on conformity to the marketing standards applicable to fresh fruit and vegetables carried out prior to import into the European Union is approved under Article15 of Commission Implementing Regulation (EC) No 543/2011(1). Israel may therefore issue its exporters conformity certificates referred to in Article 14 of the abovementioned regulation.

These certificates issued by the competent authority confirm that the products concerned do comply with the relevant marketing standard and designate the country of origin of the product. 

However, the Union does not recognise any territory occupied and/or annexed by Israel after 1967 (i.e.the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, the Gaza Strip and the Golan Heights) to be part of the State of Israel. Consequently, only fruit and vegetables obtained in locations placed under Israeli administration prior to 1967 may benefit from a certificate issued by Israel.

Therefore, in the case of import of fresh fruit and vegetables from the State of Israel and from occupied territories, the correct indication of origin of the product has to be reflected on the conformity certificates. 
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543/2011/EU: Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 543/2011 of 7June 2011 laying down detailed rules for the application of Council Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 in respect othe fruit and vegetables and processed fruit and vegetables sectors, OJ L157, 15.6.2011.
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